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Observation
National Statistical Institutes 
are moving away from SVG













Assessment
This is wrong



Action
Show that SVG is a better choice

 for data driven graphics



In the beginning
was Andreas Neumann’s 

Vienna Map (2002)





Can we improve on the 
Vienna Map?

• Mix SVG with (X)HTML

• Zoom/Pan a la Google Maps

• Two-Map View

• Generalization of interface elements

• Make it run in all browsers



Demo



Printing

Strength #1



@media print {

	
 #controlsContainer {
display: none;
}

#map {
background-color: #fff; 
width: 13cm; height: 20cm;
}

	
 #PrintCopy { 
top: 21cm; width: 19cm; 
font-family: Georgia, serif; 
}



Safari and Firefox 
print SVG as vectors





Source: 
wahlatlas.net



Progressive Loading

Strength #2





Performance

Strength #3





Searchability

Strength #4



Search in SVG 
is still a theoretical advantage



only HTML 
parts 
of the map 
got indexed





(cc) by-nc-sa:  Matt Goff







Coordinate Systems

Strength #5



	
 < svg   . . .
	
  

viewBox = "-340431  -475036  672623  911401" >
	
 	

	
 < g  id = "map"  stroke-width = "1500" >

Real World 
Coordinates (e.g. UTM)



“View Source” goes 
well with democracy

Strength #6



Math students researched how prone the election 
system is to manipulation, published results in atlas 

“View Source” allows learning and extending



cloneNode

Strength #7



Principle of  
Small Multiples



Flash

Strength #8



What happened 
in the absence of 

SVG support










